2021 Team CRUZers (Santa Cruz Masters Swimmers)
Crossing - 6 Person Relay Swim

Date: August 28, 2021

Course: A single Crossing of the Monterey Bay as defined by MBSA course and rules.

Swim route was North to South to North, from Santa Cruz Seabright beach to
Monterey San Carlos Beach.

Straight Line Distance: 25 statute miles

Overall Swim Duration: 11h, 30m, 35s

START/FINISH LOCATION LATITUDE/LONGITUDE TIME
Start Santa Cruz, Seabright Beach 36° 57.725'N, 122° 0.389'W SAT 04:28:45
Finish Monterey, San Carlos Beach 36°36'34.54"N; 121°53'42.40"W | SAT 03:59:20

Independent Observer: Scott Tapley and Robin Rose
Boat & Captain(s) & Navigation: Brian Althaus on Catamaran Gemini (aka Sweaty Sheep)

Swimmers and swim rotation order:
1. David Lederman

2. Dan Besocke
3. Chris Tainty

4. Tesla Profumo
5. Cyndy Hertzer
6. Joel Wilson

No Kayaks were used on this swim.




Swim Category:
Unassisted Marathon Relay Swim

Rules (see pre-swim observer plan and rules review below for more detail):

This swim was conducted following Marathon Swim and Relay Rules as defined by the Monterey Bay Swimming
Association. These rules are based on rules used to govern unassisted marathon relay swims in the English Channel
by the CSA and CS&PF. This swim was ALSO conducted following the rules as defined by the Marathon Swimmers
Federation

Costume & Swim Gear:

1. All swimmers used swimwear that conforms to MBSA, CSA, CS&PF and MSF definitions of standard
equipment. (Speedos, 1 Cap, and Goggles) — with this exception: some swimmers wore a Smart Watch.

2. All swimmers used minimal Vaseline for chaffing.

3. All swimmers wore one standard silicon or latex swim cap.
4. All swimmers used standard swim goggles.

Feedings:

N/A - Swimmers fed between swim legs while on the boat. No feeds were administered to swimmers while in the
water.

Weather & Ocean Observations:

Wind: Wind began calm for the 3 three hours. Slight texture for hours 4-6. Wind began to build at hour 7,
beginning at 8 knots and increasing to 12 knots. At hour 9, wind increased to 15 knots and sustained 15vknots with
20 knot gusts between hours 9 and 11. The last hour of the swim was protected by the peninsula and wind
decreased to a breeze with some lumpy texture. As wind increased it shifted from the South West, running at an
angle against the swell, making for disorganized seas.

Water Temperature (degrees Fahrenheit): There was some disagreement between thermometers and buoy
readings. Temps measured as low as 56 and as high as 61F. The consensus is that the water ranged between 57
and 60 Fahrenheit throughout the swim.

Air Temperature (degrees Fahrenheit): Low 58, High 62;

Swells: The swim was very rolling
with a 4-6 ft swell from the
Northwest. Many on the boat
were seasick. The swell ran at a
45-degree angle to the building
wind, making for surface waves in
the 2 to 4 ft range for the last 4
hours of the swim.

Skies: A mix of clear and fog. The
swim began under clear sky, but
most of the swim was surrounded
by low fog and land was not
visible.



http://www.channelswimmingassociation.com/swim-advice/regulations/
http://cspf.co.uk/cs-and-pf-rules
http://www.marathonswimmers.org/rules/
http://www.marathonswimmers.org/rules/

A brief summary of the swim:

By Scott Tapley

Team CRUZ consisted of 6 fast and competitive swimming friends. There main concern about the swim was the
cold, but the water turned out to stay in the upper 50s F, which proved to be a perfect balance between
challenging and tolerable. The swim began at Seabright beach, at 4:28 AM on August 28, 2021. David Lederman
was the first to swim and began with a walk to the beach and beach start between the jetty and lifeguard tower.

The swim began under starry skies and very flat calm water. The thermometer read 56, but the swimmers reported
it feeling closer to 57 or 58. We continued to record the cooler temps in the log, but we tested the temps using a
swimmer’s smart watch and compared to the nearby buoy readings. Our conclusion was the thermometer was
reading low and the true temperature was in the 57 to 60 range, as they swam through warmer and colder
upwellings.

We saw a few jellies below the surface and a flying fish near the Mile Buoy. The boat was much farther West than
necessary, which concerned us that we might be adding distance for the swimmers. Note: The boat could have
used a better chart plotter to avoid so many course corrections.

During Dan’s first leg, he swam through a nasty slick of muck (whale poop?). This was offset by the beauty of the
rising sun and pink sky which revealed a mirror like sea of perfect glass.

Chris took over for Dan at 6:30 and the sun turned red. It was about this time, we began to see some slight texture
on the surface of the water, yet still very nice swimming conditions. Although the sun was rising, the air was very
cool.



The boat was on a consistent roll from the Northwest swell and the further we got away from land, the more swell
exposure we had. The swells would range from 3 feet to 6+ feet and the boat would slowly rise and then sink into

the troughs as the swimmers moved along beside the boat. The swimmers watched the boat rise and fall from sea
level with each breath. Whether on or off the boat, this was a recipe for motion sickness.

As Tesla took over for Chris at hour 4, a bank of fog rolled in, and we were in what felt like a coliseum of fog. Land
was no longer visible.

By hour 5, there were lots of unsettle stomachs. Cyndy jumped in at hour 5 as we began to enter the Soquel Hole,
swimming in 1800+ft of water. Cyndy got the team across the Soquel Hole, and they approached the Monterey
Canyon as Joel entered the water at 9:30 am. When Joel first got in, the surface conditions were still very good, but
the wind began to pick up near the end of his first shift. We were now seeing the typical textured surface of the
Monterey Bay.

During David’s 2" shift at 10:30, it got officially lumpy. The wind had picked up to 8 knots with some bigger gusts
and the wind direction was beginning to shift from NE to SW, which would counter the NW swell, making for
disorganized conditions. The boat continued to roll. By this time a few of the swimmers (Chris and Tesla in
particular) were feeling pretty queasy. But they sucked it up (or let it out) and when it was their turn to swim again
got in with no complaints.

At 11:14 we saw Humpback Whales to the Northeast of the boat. We were now starting to see white caps.

Dan was back in at 11:30. A lonely sailboat passed by in the fog. The winds increased to 12knots and was now
banging against the swell with every other wave, making for tough swimming. It was hard to get a rhythm and
slowed everything down, but the team was still making good time toward goal.

By the time Chris was into swim at 12:30, he was probably happy to be off the boat and back into the water. The
wind was now up to 15 knots. The fog also closed in a little tighter around the boat and we were surrounded by
white caps. It was fair to say that conditions had gone from “as good as it gets” to “as bad as it gets.” — at least as
far as marathon swims go.

When Tesla got in again at 1:30 we could just begin to make out land toward Marina and up toward Pacific Grove.
Landmarks were not discernable, but it was nice to see land finally. At this point, the wind was very strong out of
the WSW and the swell continued to push the whole party east toward Marina. To stay on course, the swimmers
would be forced to “crab.” The boat and swimmers were aimed SW to Point Pinos and swimming hard to stay on a
line towards San Carlos beach further SE. As Tesla is swimming, we need to pass a temporary science research
buoy and underwater cable. Tesla has to crab hard to clear the buoy without being blown into it (or the cable.)

When Cyndy got in at 2:30, it was Victory at Sea. 6+ft NW swell opposing a 15knot SW wind with 20 knot gusts. It
was a battle. As Cyndy dragged us all closer to land, we could see the wind dropping to 10k. We were getting some
relief from the Monterey Peninsula and Point Pinos.

Joel got in at 3:30 with the goal of bringing the team home. He took off in a blaze and luckily the wind continued to
ease down to the 5-10 knot range. The fog had cleared near shore and as far as the tourists knew it was another
sunny day at the beach.

Joel skirted the kelp beds outside San Carlos beach and found the channel between the jetty and kelp. He swam by
the clusters of scuba lessons and walked onto dry sand at 3:59, making for a total swim time of 11 hours and 30
minutes.

Despite some very challenging conditions (and queasy stomachs) the CRUZers had done it!



Time

H20

Air

Wave

Wind

Stroke

Observations

4:28:45

59

62

67

David Lederman begins swim from Seabright beach.
Hazy. Stars visible.

A few jellies as passing Mile Buoy

Flying Fish

5:30

59

58

65

Dan Besocke swimming

More jellies. Dan swimming through muck like Whale
Poop. Starting to see the sunrise. Pink sky and silky
smooth water.

6:30

59

59

Swell

62

Chris Tainty swimming.

Red Sunrise

Cool Air

The swell is building now. NW 4-6+ larger rollers. The
boat is rocking.

7:30

56/57

Swell

3-4k

78/81

West wind. West swell approx. 6 ft.
Sun is bright overhead, but surrounded by fog.

8:30

56/57

58

Swell

3-4k

67/66

Cyndy Hertzer swimming

Foggy and swelly, now 4-6 ft rollers.
Over Soquel Hole 1800 ft deep.

Full sun overhead, but low fog all around.

9:30

567

61

3-5k

62/65

Joel Wilson swimming
Very swelling and people on the boat are feeling sick.
Starting to see some small surface texture/chop.

10:30

59

64

6-10k

66

David back in.

Cyndy’s watch says 61F, thermometer says 56/57. Buoy
says 509.

Seeing some Humpback Whales.

A few white caps forming

11:30

59

12k

65

Dan swimming.
Fog thicker now. More whales
Wind is changing to WSW and building to 12 Knots

12:30

57/59

61

3-4

15k

60

Chris swimming. Chris has been sea sick so we are hoping
the water will help him feel better.

Wind more out of the south now. Banging into the swell,
making for lumpy and disorganized conditions. Lots of
wind waves. Some in the 3-4 foot height.

1:30

61

3-4

15+k

79

Tesla back in Wind gusts up to 20 knots.
Land is becoming visible.
We are passing by a strange science buoy and cable.

2:30

60

61

3-4+

15-20K

60

It has really turned to crap. Big gusty wind opposing
large rolling swell as we crab toward Monterey.
Everyone is taking it on without any complaints.
Swimming strong through pretty rotten conditions.

3:30

60

1ft

5-10k

63

Joel is bringing the team home now. Swimming fast and
getting some protection from the wind by land. Sun is
now out.

Joel is sneaking in around the kelp and past the divers to
land at San Carlos beach.

3:59:20

FINISH
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RAW SPOT TRACKER DATA

Begin: 8/28/2021 12:00:00 AM
End: 8/28/2021 11:59:00 PM

Date
8/28/21 4:07
8/28/21 4:23
8/28/21 4:32
8/28/21 4:42
8/28/21 4:52
8/28/215:02
8/28/215:12
8/28/215:22
8/28/215:32
8/28/215:42
8/28/215:54
8/28/216:02
8/28/216:12
8/28/216:24
8/28/216:31
8/28/216:41
8/28/216:51
8/28/217:01
8/28/217:12
8/28/217:23
8/28/217:33
8/28/217:42
8/28/218:01
8/28/218:15
8/28/218:25
8/28/218:35
8/28/218:43
8/28/218:51
8/28/219:00
8/28/219:10
8/28/219:20
8/28/219:30
8/28/219:44
8/28/219:52
8/28/21 10:00
8/28/2110:10

Monterey Bay Swims Positions & Events

Address

Santa Cruz, California, 95062, USA
Santa Cruz, California, 95062, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA
Santa Cruz, California, USA

California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA
California, USA

Lat/Lng

36.961190, -122.001750
36.959480, -122.005090
36.953770, -122.006290
36.948480, -122.008680
36.942910, -122.010880
36.937210, -122.011580
36.930560, -122.012010
36.926230, -122.011320
36.921110, -122.009740
36.914890, -122.007290
36.910890, -122.006260
36.905660, -122.005340
36.899580, -122.006550
36.895740, -122.007310
36.890360, -122.008090
36.885380, -122.010060
36.880010, -122.010790
36.873420, -122.009370
36.868270, -122.007700
36.861270, -122.005550
36.855740, -122.003880
36.845580, -121.999220
36.839920, -121.996760
36.832150, -121.993580
36.826720, -121.991620
36.822350, -121.990660
36.817900, -121.989610
36.812310, -121.987580
36.806770, -121.985660
36.801600, -121.983800
36.796650, -121.981990
36.788850, -121.977770
36.783710, -121.975910
36.779130, -121.974270
36.773020, -121.972980

Speed

0.04 mph
0.00 mph
1.78 mph
2.34 mph
2.45 mph
0.00 mph
0.00 mph
2.32 mph
2.19 mph
2.20 mph
2.24 mph
2.19 mph
2.06 mph
2.16 mph
0.00 mph
2.22 mph
2.24 mph
2.47 mph
0.00 mph
2.51 mph
2.60 mph
2.39 mph
0.00 mph
2.47 mph
2.35 mph
2.27 mph
2.33 mph
2.44 mph
2.40 mph
2.25 mph
2.16 mph
2.56 mph
2.72 mph
2.50 mph
2.57 mph



8/28/2110:20
8/28/21 10:30
8/28/2110:40
8/28/2110:51
8/28/2111:02
8/28/2111:10
8/28/2111:20
8/28/2111:31
8/28/2111:41
8/28/2111:49
8/28/2111:59
8/28/2112:09
8/28/2112:19
8/28/2112:29
8/28/2112:41
8/28/2112:51
8/28/2112:59
8/28/2113:08
8/28/2113:18
8/28/2113:28
8/28/2113:38
8/28/2113:51
8/28/21 14:12
8/28/2114:22
8/28/21 14:28
8/28/2114:38
8/28/21 14:48
8/28/21 14:58
8/28/21 15:10
8/28/2115:21
8/28/2115:31
8/28/2115:39
8/28/2115:47
8/28/21 15:57

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

California, USA

Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Ocean View Boulevard, Pacific Grove, California, 93590, USA
Pacific Grove, California, 93950, USA

Pacific Grove, California, 93950, USA

Pacific Grove, California, 93950, USA

Pacific Grove, California, 93950, USA

Cannery Row, Monterey, California, 93940, USA

Cannery Row, Monterey, California, 93940, USA

Cannery Row, Monterey, California, 93940, USA

36.767050, -121.971390
36.761770, -121.969160
36.755990, -121.967040
36.749930, -121.964290
36.744160, -121.961200
36.739420, -121.958700
36.734360, -121.955950
36.729170, -121.952990
36.723200, -121.949130
36.719540, -121.946750
36.714990, -121.943860
36.709770, -121.940340
36.706420, -121.937590
36.702290, -121.934890
36.698300, -121.930110
36.693360, -121.924270
36.690260, -121.921050
36.686320, -121.916100
36.681690, -121.910860
36.678640, -121.906830
36.674200, -121.902500
36.668370, -121.901810
36.660260, -121.904250
36.656200, -121.904710
36.652600, -121.904270
36.649040, -121.904010
36.644580, -121.903670
36.639550, -121.902240
36.633890, -121.900600
36.630360, -121.899450
36.623840, -121.897220
36.619600, -121.896040
36.615150, -121.894350
36.610450, -121.893680

0.00 mph
2.43 mph
2.49 mph
2.41 mph
2.42 mph
0.00 mph
2.47 mph
0.00 mph
2.35 mph
2.20 mph
2.14 mph
0.00 mph
2.08 mph
1.95 mph
0.00 mph
2.30 mph
2.23 mph
0.00 mph
0.00 mph
2.27 mph
2.37 mph
1.91 mph
1.64 mph
1.70 mph
0.00 mph
0.00 mph
1.86 mph
2.16 mph
1.98 mph
0.00 mph
2.01 mph
2.30 mph
2.35 mph
1.97 mph
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